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THE LIFE OF MR. 


Inthe history of one, whose 
days were finished, just as he had 
completed his academical stud- 
ies, we are not to expect incidents 
of a much diversified, or a splen- 
did character. ‘The life of the 
subject of the following themoir 
was too short to excite thé admi- 
ration of mankind, and too cir- 
cumscribed in its sphere to claim 
their gratitude. But it was long 
enough to procure the love and 
esteem of a}l who knew him ; to 
illustrate the divinely amiable 
character of the religion of the 
gospel ; and to Secure an intetest, 
as is firmly believed, in the res- 
urrection of the just. 

True piety is ever lovely ; for 
it controls the passions, enlight- 
ens the understanding, purifies 
and strengthens the humane af- 
fections, and brings the heart in- 
to subjection to the government 
of God. But in youth it possess- 
es peculiar loveliness and furnish- 
es the brightest evidences of its re- 
ality. Inthis land of darkness, 
emphatically styled ‘a vale of 
tears,’ experience must sooner or 
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later convince us of the fallacy of 
all human prospects ; the heart 
often sickens at the follies and 
vices of mankind; and a con. 
viction of the vanity and treach- 
ery of the world may direct our 
views beyond its vain expecta- 
tidns to the pursuit of unsullied 
and substantial bliss, Or the 
world-worn sinner, frustrated in 


his hopes and exettions, and aw- ~ 
ed by the disapprobation and neg-> 


lect of the virtuous, may assume, 


from unhallowed motives, a — 


character not his own, and pro- 
fess a veneration for religion, 


while in his heart he quarrels with © 


its doctrines and hates its author. 
In the season of youth, such 
considerations can have little in- 
fluence. 
taught the fraudful character of 
the world. Ardent and unsus- 
pecting, full of hope and buoyed 
by expectation, we engage in our 
pursuits with an avidity which ‘ 
fears no abatement, and which 
calculates with certainty upon a- 
successful issue. Every pros- 
pect is gilded with charms never” 


Experience has notyet . 
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to be realized ; and our ows sad 
disappointment, or the almighty 
spirit of God, has yet to learn us, 
that life is little else than a scene 
of suffering, and that religion on- 
ly yields enduring enjoyment. 
When, therefore, te see a youth 
abstracting himself from the van- 
ities and expectations of the world, 
rejecting its pleasures, and disre- 
garding its flatteries and frowns, 
we are presented with an exhibi- 
tion of piety in its most amiable 
and lovely form, and with the 
most indubitable proof of its .re- 
ality and influence. Inthe char- 
acter of such an one, the Scrip- 
tures warrant us in believing that 
God himself takes peculiar pleas- 
ure. To the sincere believer, 
who delights in the contempla- 
tion of such a subject the follow- 
ing memoir will afford some en- 
tertainment ; and it ‘is presumed 
that the reader, who is yet a stran- 
ger to the vital influence of reli- 
gion, will be constrained to as- 
sent to the truth of it, and to ac- 
knowledge its importance. 
Edward Herrick was born of 
pious and respectable parents in 
South Hampton, on Long Island, 
State ef New-York. By them 
he was dedicated to God in infan- 


cy. Assoon as he was capable: 


of instruction no pains were spar- 
ed to impress his mind with the 
great truths of christianity ; and 
evidence was soon furnished them 
that their exertions were not in 
vain. He was early thoughtful 
upon the concerns of religion, far 
beyond his years: And indeed 
it may almost be said of him, as 
of Jerem:ah and John the. Bap. 
tist, that he’ was sanctified from 
the womb. 3 

He had scarcely Jearnt to read, 
when his bible and other religious 













































books, instead of the amusements 
common to childhood, became 
his chief sources of entertainment, 
For the institutions of the gospel 
he early manifested a profound 
reverence. Such were his views 
and opinions of the sabbath, that, 
before his mind was capable of 
discrimination, he was-with difh- 
culty persuaded to attend, on this 
day, to the works of necessity : 
And indeed he seldom engaged 
in them but with manifest reluce 
tance. To the brethren of the 
presbyterian church in his native 
town he highly endeared himself. 
He adorned his prefession, even 
in childhood, with a sobriety and 


asniformity of deportment, that 


‘are rarely surpassed by christians 
of maturity in years. . In all his 
undertakings he was faithful and 
mdefatigable almost to a prov- 
erb. He seemed, as if constant- 
ly impresséd with the solemn in- 
junction, ‘ Whatever thy hand 
fir ‘eth to do, do it with thy 
might.” Even while engaged in 
the elementary branches of edu- 
cation he discovered marks of a 
mind of no ordinary character. 
His uncommon industry and pro- 
ficiency in his studies, his amia- 
ble disposition & unquestionable 
piety appeared soon to indicate 
that he was destined by God for 
extensive usefulness in the church. 
On this sphere of action his own 
feelings and reflections soon fixed 
his attention. He felt an ardent 
desire to spend his days in the 
manner that would be most ¢er- 
viceable to his generation ; and 
he resolved, with the approbation 
of his friends, to seek an educa- 
tion, and chould his life be spared, 
to consecrate his talents to his Ma- 
ker in the ministry of the gospel. 
Being the oldest child of the fam- 
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ily, the death of his father at this 
period, greatly retarded him mm 
his object. But at length, how- 
ever, in the fall of 1793 and in 
the twenty first year of his age, 
he was admitted to the standing 
of a sophomore in Yale College. 
From this time till his death, the 
writer, who was both his class 
and room-mate, is minutely ac- 
quainted with his character. For 
no man ever had more ingenu- 
ousness in expressing his opinions 
and exercises ; and no one was 
ever less disposed, or less qualifi- 
ed, if disposed, ta practice decep- 
tion. His companions were soon 
convinced that his. years which 
had passed, previously to their 
acquaintance with him, had not 
been spent in indolence. His 
knowledge of the classics enti- 
tled him at once to a preeminent 
etanding in his class. With such 
attention had he read the bible, 
that few passazes could be men- 
tioned to which he could not open 
with facility. Davies’ Sermons, 
Dodridge’s Rise and Progress of 
Religion in the Scul, with 
Young’s Night Thoughts were, 
next to the bible, the companions 
of his devotions. With both the 
sentiments and Janguage of these 
writers he was intimately ac- 
quainted; and cf the latter, 
there is scarce a page, which he 
could not repeat verbatim, ‘The 
writings of president Edwards 
he had read with great attention ; 
and his knowledge of, profane 
history at this early period is not 
often surpassed by men of any 
age or profession. But an ac- 
quaintance with his habits and 
yalents leaves no room to wonder 
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at his attainments. He was en- 

dowed with a pertinacity of mem- 

ory and a strength of under- 

standing that are rarely united. 

And I doubt not but his deep 

and habitual sense of accounta- 

bility to God, and that uniform 
serenty of mind with which 

it was accompanied, greatly 
strengthened the powers of his 
inteilect, and added much to the 
facility of his progress in knowl- 
edge. He estimated all human 
attainmer, s directly as they pro- 
mote our usefulness among men 
and our acceptance with God. 
He possessed an ardent thirst for 
knowledge, because he longed to 
be a successful instrument, in the 
service of his Maker, in enlighten- 
ing the minds and saving the 
souls of his fellow-sinners.s He 
was not, however, wholly insen- 
sible to the good opinion of oth- 
ers; and he feared most of all, 
thathe loved the praise of men 
too well. On hearing a remark 
repeated which was highly com- 
plimentary to his scholarship, and 
with which he perceived himself 
gratified, he smote his breast, 
and exclaimed with a most sol- 


. emn emphasis, ‘ O this cursed am- 


bition!’ Of the conception of 
his own heart he entertained a 
deep and affecting sense. He 
viewed himself as ‘ the least of all 
saints ;? and he ofren expressed 
his astonishment, that God should 
deign to look with mercy. upon 
so miserable a sinner. E 
His knowledge of theology, 
as might naturally be expected 
from his talents and application, 
was uncommonly extensive and 
correct for his years and stand- 
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ing. His opinions on this subject 
were formed principally by his 
own reading and reflection : and 
they were ‘such as were highly 
honorable to his judgment and to 
his heart. He’ often expressed 
his wonder that any man of can- 
dor and discernment, who attend- 
ed to the exercises of his own 
heart, and read his bible with at- 
tention, should embrace any sen- 
timents but what are purely evan- 
gelical. It is rare tofiad a youth 
of his years so able and strenu- 
ous an advocate for the peculiar 
doctrines of grace. © The total 
alienation of the human heart 
from God; its natural and deep- 
rooted opposition to his laws; 
the absolute necessity of a radi- 
cal change of its temper and ex- 
ercises by his regenerating and 
life-giving spirit; unconditional 
reliance on his mercy; and a 
cordial acceptance of Jesus Christ 
the Great Mediator, as thé only 
ground of hope and salvation, 
are doctrines which he embraced 
with the utmost assurance. These 
doctrines he ever defended on all 
proper” occasions, with great 
modesty ;  espéctally in contro- 
versy with those much older 
than himself, but with unshaken 
firmness. © But his firm belief* in 
the absolute and universal gov- 
ernment of God’ appeared to af- 
ford him profound consolation. 
¢ Wretched and hopeless,’ said he. 
¢ must have been the condition of 
this guilty world, had mankind 
been left to thé ‘control of their 
own passions, or to the sport of 
chance. I rejoice that God has 
ordered all things respecting me 
from eternity.” When convers- 
ing on this profound, this myste- 
rious subject, I have often heard 
him express himself in the lan- 
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guage of his favourite Young, 
‘Here is firm footing; here is 
solid rock; all is sea besides.’ 
But with all his decision of opin- 
ion and ardor of piety, he was 
highly catholic. He was far 
from beiag a bigot, or an enthu- 
siast. Although he believed he 
was in the right, yet he durst not 
pronounce others in the wrong, 
because they did not think ex- 
actly ashe thought. He loved 
all those, by whateyer name they 
were called, who, he had reason 
to believe, ‘loved our Lord Je- 
sus Christ in sincerity.’ In the 
exercice of the duties of devotion, 
he was as uniform and as indefa- 
tigable, as in the pursuits of sci- 
ence. Indeed he regarded these 
as his first, his indispensable con- 
cern. The business of the day 
he never considered age finished, 
until he had spent about an hour 
in reading the bible, or some oth- 
er devotional book, and in pray- 
er. Ele was never known, dur- 
ing his collegiate life, to omit 
this exercise. And in one in- 
stance only did he fail of rising 
early in the morning and spend- 
ing a portion of time in the same 
manner, before he entered upon 
the duties of ‘the institution. 
These, however, were not the on- 
ly parts of the day, to which, in 
his opinion, religion had a claim. 
It was’ his greatest, his invaria- 
ble object, to maintain a close 
and humble walk with God. 
Like his Divine Master, he fre- 
quently retired for the purpose 
of secret prayer: and during the 
portion of the day, devoted to 
tlassical studies, his mind would 
often appear, for a few moment:, 
to be wholly withdrawn from 
the world, and deeply engaged 
in converse with God. The Sab- 
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bath was to him literally a day of 
rest, He appeared ever to hail 
its return with heart-felt pleasure. 
On this occasion his mind was 
expressively solemn ; and he 
seemed to spend every hour, as 
if he expected, at the next, to 
stand at the bar of God. 
er on this day, did 1 know him 
to forget, but in a single instance, 
that it was forbidden him to 
‘speak his own words and to 
think his own thoughts.” Ata 
certain time, he remarked, after 
reading a sermon, ‘1 don’t like 
the style of this writer.” He 
was atked ‘if he suffered such 
subjects to occupy his mind on 
the Sabbath?’ He instantly re- 
plied, and with emotionsof deep 
compunction, §O what a wretch 
Tam?’ 

In the exercises of the sanctu- 
aty, he manifested a profound- 


Nev- 


ness of attention, and a solemnity, - 


which I never before, nor since, 
witnessed. He appeared as if in- 
fluenced with an awful conviction 
of the immediate presence of the 
all seeing Jehovah. There were 
depicted in his gountenance an 
evidence of such entire inatten- 
tion to every cbject around him ; 
of such intenseness of solemn 
thought ; of such total abstrac- 
tion from every thing but his de- 
yotions, as seldom failed to ex- 
cite the attention, and even the 
enquiries of those unacquainted 
with him. This evidence was 
not deceptive. For it was not 
often that he could name with 
certainty any one present, except 
the preacher. 

On the evening of the Lord’s 
day, his looks and conversation, 
assumed, usually, an aspect of 
uncommon cheerfulness and se- 
renilty. He would sometimes 
lament the lukewarmness and 
languor of his affections ; tut ke 
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much more frequently spoke of 
the satisfaction with which he 
had spent the day; of his near- 
ness of access to God; of the 
bright and ravishing views with 
which he had been favoured of 
the Divine character ; and of the 
condescension and mercy of Je- 
sus Christ in the work of re- 
demption. The time of his ad- 
mission to college was a period 
of daring licentiousness among 
the students. A great portion 
of them were distinguished for 
their profanity, their gambling, 
and their infidelity; and no 
small number of them, for vices 
that need not be named. The 
moral character of the institution 
was suffering under a deep and 
an alarming depression. Belief 
in revelation was deemed, gener- 
ally, a mark of pusillanimity, 
and of slavish dependance in their 
king ; and a public profession of 
faith in its doctrincs, and an en- 
gagement to walk conformably 
to its precepts, as an almost infal- 
lible characteristic of stupidity or 
hypocrisy. Herrick found in- 
deed few companions, who, like 
himself, estimated their religion 
above every thing else. He man. 
ifested a deep solicitude for the 
spiritual interests of his fellow stu- 
dents. He appeared to feel as Paul 
felt when he saw the city of A- 
thens wholly given to idolatry. 
Constrained by an irresistible sense 
of duty, he soon began to raise his 
voice against the prevailing prin- 
ciples & practices. In such a state 
of thing:,we might well expect that 
such an undertaking would have 
brought upon him the displeas- 
ure of the looser part of his com- 
panions, and have been met by 
aN Opposition next to persecution. 
But the fact was otherwise. He 
reprimanded the vicious with 
such tercer concern for their wel- 
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fare, and confuted the arguments 
of gainsayers with so much hu- 
mility of spirit, and ingenuity of 
understanding, cs could not fail 
to secure both their good will 
and respect. There was in the 
whole deportment of this young 
man, so much unaffected and na- 
tive simplicity ; such entire ab- 
sence of every thing looking like 
art or accommodation ; such a 
gcttain something, so irresistable 
m its evidence of the controling 
power of religion, which, t though 
it cannot be de seribed, yet, by ail 
who. knew him, must be distinct- 
ly recollected, as excluded from 
the mind all doubt of his integri- 
vy. This sincerity, in the view 
ofno one who knew him well, was 
ever, it is presumed, for a mo- 
ment questioned ; and the most 
unprincipled and profligate have 
been heard to remark, that could 
they teel as Herrick felt, and live 
ashe lived, they should be wil- 
hing to be christians. The adop- 
on of some measure, which 
might check the progress of li- 
eentiowsness, and reform the mor- 
ais of the institution, was an ob- 
ject near to his heart. He early 
suzgested an association of, ie 
religious and morat part of his 
companions, as a matter, in his 
view, highly expedieut. But it 
was, in the opinion of many, who 
ardently wished for a reform, at- 
tended with so numerous, and in 
he opiaton of some, with such 
rasuperable objections, that it met 
at frst but wita littie encourage. 
meat. His belief, however, was 
strong in the success of the .un- 
cercaking ; And at length, prin- 
cpally throush his arguments 
and impartinities, a society was 
formed. Hz: lived to see his ex- 
extions, rewarded fur beyond his 
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expectations. Many, within a 
moderate period, quit their pro- 
fanity and the gambling table 
and became respectable members 
of the association. And there is 
much reason to believe that his 
exertions, under God were the 
means of saving several of his fel- 
lew students from temporal, 
and scme of them from eternal, 
ruin, 

Having finished the customa- 
ry course of studies and sustained 
his final examination with great 
reputation, he went home to spend 
a few weeks with his family ; 
with the expectation of meeting 
his companions at commence- 
ment and receiving the honors of 
the college. But alas! God who 
orders ali things, had otherwise 
determined, 

A short time after his return 
home, he was attacked with a 
nervous putrid fever, which ra 

ed with such violence, that it 
bafiled all medical exertions, and 
soon terminated his lifes But 
before we consign him to the 
tomb, let us for a moment draw 
around his death-bed, and mark 
the constancy of his faith at this 
all-tryiag hour. He appeared 
firmly persuaded, sooa after the 
attack, that death was at his 
door. Bui his usual composure 
of mind did not forsake him.— 
He manifested no anxiety about 
his recovery. He continued 
strong in the faith; viewed the 
time of his departure approach- 
ing with entire resignation ; and 
expressed a desire, if it was the 
Divine pleasure, ‘to be absent 
from the body and to be present 
with the Lord.’ During the most 
of his sickness, al tthou zh his rea- 
son wa; unimpaired he seldom 
conversed—indeed he took but 
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little notice of those that were 
around him, He appeared, as 
if absorbed in Solemn meditation 
and incommunion with his God. 
Perceiving, however, not long 
before his death the solicitude 
and sorrow of his friends, he ad- 
dressed them notwithstanding his 
extreme debility with a very au- 
dible voice, and in words, as near- 
ly as can be recollected at this 
distance of time, of the following 
import. ‘O weep not for me! 
dry up your tears! Make my 
death a memento of your own 
mortality ! © let us meet in heav- 
en! Prepare! O! prepare to 
meet your God! My time is 
come—’tis the only time ;’ tis 
God’s time ; it must be the best 
time. I think I shall soon be in 
the bosom of my Father ; and 
among the spirits of the just.’ 


Being asked whether he still felt 
a cordial reliance on the merey 
of Godand as he had always hop- 
ed to feel when he should come to 
die, he replied, ‘O yes! O yes! 
{ama great sinner; I haveno 
merit: but I know his grace is 
sufficient for me. Hehas been 
a gracious God to me; he has 
never disappointed me; I think 
I know he never will; I rejoice 
that [am inhis hands.’ He soon 
after closed his eyes, and it is 
trusted fell asleep in Jesus. 
Reader! whatever be thy age ; 
whatever be thy character ; be 
entreated seriously to contem- 
plate for one hour the life and 
the death of this excellent young 
man. And will not thy heart 
constrain thee to exclaim, ‘ O 
that my last end may be like his.’ 
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‘Religious Communications. 


ON REGENEARTION, 


Messrs. EntTorRs, 


When the Essay on regefneration* was comnyimicated it was my inten- 
tion, very shortly, to send you some remarés which were suggested by what 
was there advanced; but they have been unavoidably, tho’ reluctantly delay- 
ed till this time. According tomy promise they are now placed at your dis- 


posal, 


Remark 1. If regeneration isa 
radical and instantaneous change of 
the deart, it follows, that those 
must be in a great error, who 
believe it to be only an external, 
partial and gradual change of 
the outward conduct. It has been 
shown that the scriptures repre- 
sent it as a very great change in 
the human character. In these 
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it is called 4 new birth ; and spo- 
ken of as a new creation. The 
heart is represented as changed 
from a heart of stone toa heart of 


flesh. The subject of this change 


is declared to be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption into 
the liberty of the sons of God; 
to have passed from death unto 
life; to be a new creature, having 
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eld things passed away and all 
things become new, with respect 
to him. Can these expressions 
be consistent with its being mere- 
ly anexternal change—a reform- 
ation of the outward conduct? 
Who does not know that this may 
take place, where the temper 6f 
the heart temains the same? 
A man may abandon his immor- 
alities because they dare injurious 
to his health, his reputation, of 
his temporal interest. And he 
may attend on the ordinances of 
religion from the same of similar 
motives. Wiilany one maintain 
that in such a case, he is, at heart, 
any better? If not, he is no bet- 
ter in. the sight of God, for he 
jJooks on the heart. Would there 
he any propriety in saying of such 
an one, that he had been regene- 
rated; that he had passed from 
death unto life; that his heart of 
stone had been turned to a heart 
of flesh; in a word, that he had 
become a new creature ?—And 
this whilst his affections were as 
much upon this world as they 
ever were ? 

But perhaps the advocates of 
an external and progressive re- 
veneration would not calla mere 
outward reformation, regenera- 
tion; unless tt were accompani- 
ed with serious resolutions to ob- 
serve all the ordinances of rcli- 
gion, and faithfully discharge all 
moral duties. But would such a 
reformation accompanied with 
such resolutions, comport with 
such ideas of this change as these 
declarations are calculated to 
give, unless their meral taste is 
changed ? Can they, without thi 
change in their moral or spiritual 
tasie, become new creatures ? But 
how can this be a _ progressive 
change? Weare, by nature, ina 
state of spiritual death—dead in 
irespasses and sins. If we are 
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ever restored to spiritual life, 
must there not be an instant of 
time when we begin to live? 
we are by nature, spiritually 
blind. Must there not be an in- 
stant of tirne when we begin to 
see 2, We are naturally destitute 
of holy affections. Must there 
not be an instant of time when 
they begin to exist in our hearts, 
if we ever become the subjects of 
them? 

Besides how can regeneration 
be progressive, unless there are 
three descriptions of persons in 
the world as it respects their 
spiritual state. There must be 
thie régenerate, the unregenérate and 
the pariially regenerate, or those in 
whom regeneration is begun but 
not yet completed. But we no 
where find the scriptures speaking 
of such a description of persons. 
They continually divide man- 
kind into two classes—the regen- 
erate and the unregenerate ; saints 
and sinners; the righteous and 
the wicked. Must we not then 
conclude, from all these consid- 
erations, that those who embrace 
the sentiment, that regeneration 
is an externaland gradual change, 
afc in a great error ? 

2. From what was Said, on the 
mannef in which regeneration 1s 
effected, it may be inferred, that 
the mercy, which is experienced, 
in this change, is sovereign and 
unmerited, Under this head it 
was observed that this change 1s 
not effected by the exertions or 
power of the creature ;_ nor part- 
ly by these and partly by the 
power ot God ; nor. by the ener- 
gy of any means; but by the im 
mediate power of the Holy. Ghott. 
In support of these ideas, a num- 
ber of texts of Scripture were ad- 
duced, in which these truths are 
plainly and repeatedly declared 
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ft was observed also that, not- 
wiphstanding this change ts never 
effected by the power of the crea- 
ture, yet he has powers and fac- 
ulties which qualify him for the 
service of his Maker, and lay 
him under undispensable obliga- 
tion immediately to repent and 
obey the gospel. This being the 
case, God is under no obligation 
to renew the heart of any sinner, 
or to give him repentance unto 
life. If he were to leave the 
whole human race to perish in 
their transgressions, he would be 
perfectly just, and his character 
without a stain. ‘They would 
only receive the due reward of 
their deeds, and he would only 
execute the righteous penalty of 
a most holy, wise, and good law. 
Is it not evident then that if he 
have mercy on any, and deliv- 
er them from going down to the 
pit, it is sovereign and unmerited. 

3. We may see in what has 
been said the unreasonableness, 
not to say cruelty, of complain- 
ing of: ministers, and to accuse 
them of contradicting themselves, 
when they exhibit the moral ina- 
bility of manto repent and em- 
brace the gospel, and the oblig2- 
tion which he is under todo it. 
What is the nature of this contra: 
diction, with which ministers are 
so frequently charged ? They de- 
clare that men, in their natural 
State, are spiritually dead; that 
1s, that they are destitute of holi- 
ness and have therefore no incli- 
nation to embrace the offers of 
the gospel, because they love their 
sins, and are unwilling to part 
with them, and that whilst they 
remain in this situation, they can- 
not respect and embrace the gos- 
pel, because they cannot love and 
hate the same object, at the same 
Ww 


time. But that notwithstanding 
this they have all the natural 
powers and faculties which are 
necessary to qualify them to re- 
pent, embrace the gospel, and 
serve God with a perfect heart— 
that they could do this if they 
were disposed, with as much ease 
as they can serve sin—and that 
it is just and reasonable, there- 
fore, for God to call upon and 
require them to doit. Here it 
is evident that all the inability of 
sinners to repent of their sins and 
serve God resolves itself into a 
want of inclination to do it—in 
other words they cannot do it be- 
cause they wil/ not. And the on- 
ly reason why itis necessary for 
God to exert his almighty power 
to renew the heart of man, is, that 
man, ina state of nature, has no 


inclination to make himself a new . 


heart. Thisis the substance of 
what was stated in the former 
part of this essay, and of what 
Calvinistic ministers generally 
preach on this subject. And 
where is the contradiction? There 
isnosuchthing. But if there were 
a contradiction, in the preaching 
of ministers, on this subject, it is 
not their fault. [t is a contra- 
diction, which is to be found in 
the Bible. Every one, who has 
read his Bible faithfully, must 
know that Jesuis Christ does de- 
clare that ** no man can come un- 
to him except the father draw 
him.’’—Paul declares that * it is 
not of him that willeth, nor of 
him that runneth, but of God 
that sheweth mercy,’’ and that, 
at the same time, God does ex- 
hort and require sinners to ‘“‘ make 
them new hearts’—to repent, 
embrace the gospel, and lead holy 
lives. And would God do this, 
if ‘they-had no power to comply 
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with his requirements ? He is not 
a hard master. He. does not reap 
here he has not sown 3 nor require 
make brick without stra w.— 

t these then, who are disposed 
tocomplain of this kind of 
and to call it contradictory, 
charge not the fault of it to the 
account of ministers; it does not 
belonytothem. Let 
it where it i3 due, 


| 
pr ae mit 
Cacile 


them charge 
to the account 
ef the holy Scriptar res. «Nay let 
them charge it, if they have te- 
inerity enough, to the Author of 
the Scriptures—to the all wise 
and infiniteiy holy God, and thus 
bring into open and active re- 
beliion, that a0 Op} Hosition ct 
heart to the divine government, 
from whic) pas complaints gen- 
erally, if not always proceed.— 
Bet if they dare not do this, let 
them cease to complain ef the 
ministers of Jesus Christ for prea- 
ching, what appear them to be 
the plain and important doctrines 
of the Bibie, and which therefere, 
they are bound, as they would 
be taihful to their own sculs and 
the souls of their fellowmen. to 
preach, whether men will hear 
or whether they will forbear.” 
But it is peculiarly painful to 
hear complaints of this kind, from 
professors of religion. They are 
to be expected, from the unre- 
conciled heart of man in its unre- 
newed staie. They have ever 
existed since the guspel was 
preachedto mankind. But when 
persons proiess to embrace the 
gospel, and to receive its distin- 
culshing doctrines, it if reasona- 
ble to expect that they will cease 
to take sides with the unbeliev- 
ing world. Such complaints 
therefore from the ptotessors of 
religion, are like stabs from a 
friend. The wound isthe deep- 
er from being unexpected. Let 


rofescing wong then be car, 
ul that they not atrengt 
the hands of the wicked , by 
ing sides with them, in their crim 
inal Opposit id n, tot the distingu is 
i 1g doctiines it God’s werd, I 
they find difficulty in mepemncsiene 
ail its declarations, let them su 
to the authority of God, ail 
that they perfect!y 
consistent, however they may net 
now be able to see it. Let them 
be more faithful in searching the 
scriptures, and more ayaa 
for that divine illumination whic 
is necessary toaright understand 
ing cf them. In this way they 
roay be assured that if their heart: 
are right with God, they will b 
u! timately brought to see, ha 2: 
there isa harmony and beauty 1, 
reat doctrines of them, which 
is worthy of the divine character. 
4, li none can enter into the 
kingdom of heaven without ths 
ercat spiritual change, of which 
we have been treating, as cur 
Saviour explicitly declares, ii 
cught to excite all to a very se- 
rious and diligent enquiry, into 
their own character and condi- 
tion, in order to ascertain, wheth- 
er they have ever been the sub- 
jects of it or not. ‘he ee 
this remark must be evident to 
ail, Fer, surely, if the everlast- 
ing favor of God is of any impor- 
tance; if the endless joys of heav- 
en are worth poss he 
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if tnere 
is any thing to fear ia the ever- 
lasting torments of he 
ceaseless wrath of Almig 
itis of the greatest importance 
for us to know, whether we hav ve 
the temper and character, wh: 
will prepare us for the one, wad 
be the means of delivering us 
from the other. How import- 
nt then that all be arcused anc 
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Briicatio. We 
Pihey will be gratified with a 


PAN ANSWER TO 


P practice of 
a prim itive ch Ut ‘ches, has rendered 


{ xcited to attend t Oo Na iS rt "eat du- 


ry without dela Ispeciatly 
Low important 1s ‘e, that all who 
have not * a good hope through 
race,” be awakened from their 
pi ity, and Hee from the wrath 
come—flce to the strong hold 
of 8 sion for security and happi- 
ie ! As an excitement to this, 
tthem remember the declara- 
tion of Our Saviour * Except a 
man be born again, he cannot sse 
the kingdom of God.” 





Probably many of our christian 
vers will not concur in) opimion 
wihthe author of the following com- 
however, 
candid 
uicussion of sy important a subject. 


presume 


THE QUESTION, 


Je 


q b +t) there he any “Misaryre ment i faith 


»,on account of which a 
church should exclude 
sation in the ordi- 
nances Of the gospel, any one, who 


} . } 
requesis tie privilege, and who 


or practic 
christian 
from a partic, 


Chdears to the church to he a real 
Cb isil 777 
— parture, “among profess- 


ing hyishiane, from the faith and 
the via ostles, and 


itnecessary very caretully to in- 


:* vestigate some guestions, which, 


ubtlese, once appeared exceed- 
ingly plain, and concerning which 


; Rk was no disagreement in the 
@ Church of Christ. 
| Ow proposed for discussion, is 
pone of them. 


The question, 


‘Unquestionably, 
in admitting persons to a partici- 


| pation in gospel ordinances, the 
/ 4postles of the Lord Jesus, and 


the Churches established by their 
ministry, were governed by some 


fg > aP s 6 50s ; - 
Terns of Convnunion. 


eeneral defiaite rule, with respect 
to which t hey were all agreed ; 
and if all christians had governed 
themseives by the same rule, 
from the days of the opostles to 
the present time, the subject, now 
before us, could scarcely have 
been drawn into discusion. But, 
some professing christians have 
actually deviated, in thetr prac- 
tice, from apostolical rule and ex- 
amples in determining who 
should, and who should not, be 
admitted to their fellowship, in 
the ordinances of the gospel.— 
Hence, a Civersity of opinion, 
and a diversity of practice, now 
exists, which renders the question 
now before us, exceedingly inter. 
= ne to the churches, and to in- 
idual christians. ‘There 


din are 
churches, which admit to their 
fellowship, all persons of decent 
behavior, who request the privi- 
leze, even though they do not 
profess themselves, to be real 


christians, and are not considered 
to beso by the church. There 
are other churchies,, which admit 
all those, and my those, Whose an 
a judgment of charity, are’ Teal 
christians; or, bave been born 
again. And there are s.ill oth- 
er churches, which excitude from 
a participation with them, in gos. 
pel ordinances, some persons, who 
are acknowledzed to be christians, 
on account of some error, or sup- 
posed ¢rror, in faith or practice. 
Those, who admit al!, who ap- 
pear to be real christians, and 
those, who exclude some, who 
are acknowledged to be chris- 
tians, agree, that none, who are 
not judged to be of this charac. 
ter, should be received. ‘The 
question between them is, wheth- 
er any, who appear to be real 
christians, ought to be excluded, 
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on account of supposed error.— 
Itis the design of this disserta- 
tion, to attempt to answer this 
question, and to show, that no 
one, who is, in the judgment of 
the church, a real disciple of the 
Lord Jesus, should be excluded 
from a participation in gospel or- 
dinances, on account of any error, 
or supposed error, whatever.— 
Perhaps this may appear clearly 
from the following consjdera- 
tions. 

1. Itis evident, that all real 
christians have become savingly 
interested in the precious promis- 
es of the gospel, and have “ fel- 
lowship with the Father, and 
with his son, Jesus Christ.” The 
promises of the Savior, in the gos- 
pel, are such as these. ‘* Come 
unto me,—and [ will give you 
rest.” ‘Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be ga- 


> yed.’’ ‘** Whosoever drinketh of 


the water that I shall give him, 
shall never thirst ; but, the water 
that I shall give him shall be in 
hima well of water springing up 
to "evenlasting life.” ‘ Whoso 
€ateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, hath eternal life; and I 
will raise him up at the last day.” 
Now, it must certainly be admit- 
ted, that all real christians have 
come unto Christ. They be- 
lieve in him. ‘They drink of the 
water that he giveth, They eat 
his flesh, and drink his blood.— 
Hence,they are interested in these 
promises. ‘They are savingly 
united to Christ. They are 
members of his body, and because 
he lives, they shall live also.— 
Christ has alsosaid, ** He that 
eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, dwcileth in me, and I in 
him.” And again, “If a man 
love me,” for all real christians 


* 
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certainly do, “he will keep my 
words; and my Father will Jove 
him ; and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him.’ 
The Apostle John, too, has said, 
**, Whosoever shall confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God 
dwelleth in him, and hein God. 
God is love; and he that dwel- 
Jeth in love dwelleth in God and 
God inhim.”’ From these things 
it might be evident, that all true 
christians, of whatever imperfec- 
tions they may be the subjects, 
are savingly interested in the 
promises of the gospel, and have 
real * fellowship with the Father, 
and with his Son, Jesus Christ.’’ 
They have really received, by 
faith, that body and blood of 
Christ, of which the bread and 
wine received in the ordinance of 
the supper, are only the appoint- 
ed symbols. Mast it not, then, 
be very unnatural to conclude, 
that any such persons may be 
rightfully excluded, by other 
niembers of Christ’s body, froma 
participation with them, in that 
ordinance? Dothey truly receive 
of what is symbolized, and yet, 
must they be forbidden to receive 
the symbol ? Have they real fel- 
lowship with the Father, and 
with his Son, Jesus Christ, and 
must they, nevertheless, be exclu- 
ded from the fellowship of their 
brethren, in the ordinances of the 
gospel ? Have they acknowledg- 
ed fellowship with the head ; and 
yet, shall the members say, 
“Stand by thyselfy come not 
near to me, for I gm,holier than 
thou 2’ ‘To warrant a cOncluticn, 
and a practice like this, should 
there not be some express direc- 
tion,or some plain example, in 
the word of God? If God wouid 
have scme cfhbis children excluda 














others of bis chiidren from a par- 
ticipation with them, in the privi- 
leges of his family, must he not 
have prescribed the rule of exclu- 
sion So plainly, that one might 
run andreadit? But, 

2. Instead of any such plainly 
prescribed rule, either in precept 
or example, it appears evidently 
to have been the practice, in the 
Apostolic age, at least so far as 
we are informed, to receive tothe 
privileve ot the church, all those, 
who gave evidence that they 
were real disciples of the Lord 
Jesus. Weare told, that * they 
who gladly received the word,” 
on the day of Pentecost, ‘ were 
baptited.”” But no intimation is 
given, that one, who gladly re- 
ceived the word, was excluded. 
It is said, The Lord added to 
the church, daily, such as should 
be saved.’? Bur it is not intima- 
ted, that the church excluded a- 
ny, who gave evidence, that th ny 
should be saved. When the 
Kthiopean eunuch proposed to be 
baptized, Philip said to him, 
“ Ifthou believest with all thine 
heart, thou mayest.”” And he 
said, ** I believe that Jesus Christ 
isthe son of God.” ‘Then Phil- 
ip baptized him. So, at the 
house of Cornelius, when the Ho- 
ly Ghost had fallen on those who 
heard the word, Peter said, * Can 
any man forbid water, that these 
should not be baptised ?”” In these 
cases, and others, which might 
be cited, we do not find aay thing 
more required of any one, in or- 
om to his being admitted to all 

e privileges of a member of the 
ee of Christ, than saliiace, 
that he believed to the saving of 
ihesouvl. And, where is the rule, 
where the example, for excluding 
any such person? There is evi- 
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dence, that the Apostles, them- 
selves, were sometimes deceived, 
and admitted persons to their 
communion, who were not real 
chiistians. Simon the sorcerer, 
Ananias & Sapphira, and perhaps 
others, are witnesses of this. But, 
can a single example be produ- 
ced, of a person’s being excluded, 
who was believed to be a real 
christian? If not, must we not 
conclude, that the.apostolic rule 
and practice was, to admit all, 
who gave satisfactory evidence 
that they loved our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity ? Though these 
two arguments ought, perhaps, 
to carry conviction to every 
mind, there are some others, still, 
of considerable importance, which 
it may be suitable to norice. It 
may be observed, therefore, 

3. That unless persons are ad- 
mitted to a participation in the 
ordinances of the gospel, who dis- 
agree with the church, in some 
things, and who even embrace 
some eirors, it is obvious there 
must be, immediately, an end to 
all communion in these ordinan- 
ces. ‘here are notwo persons, 
probably, who agree in every 
point of faith, or practice. LTve- 
ry manhas his errors. [very 
man is even guilty of some wick- 
edness. ‘There is flot a just 
man upon earth, who liveth and 
sinneth not.’’?’ Hence, neither 
any church, nor any individual, 
may ever expect to have fellow- 
ship in gospel ordinances, only 
with suchas are very imperfect ; 
such as embrace sume errors, in 
faith and practice. If either de- 
termine to have fellowship only 
with those, who are free from er- 
ror, they must attend on the or- 
dinances of the gospel no mote. 
Let such a principle be universal!- 
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ly adopted, and the chi 
Christ, as a visible public body, 
must be dusolved. But, if there 
can be no such thing as exclu- 
ding all error; ifevery member 

mitted to the church must be 

edu with some error about 


urch of 


It must be extremely difi- 

cut, if not altogether impossible, 
adoptany other rule for ad- 
ing persons toa p articipation 


‘ de } 
Iain: CES we TrOSHE 
ordinance of thie Bospe 


P } 
receiving all 


‘oO 
Ty. r — diesen 
tualat th « y a Teal 


christians, which will al involve 
manifest inconsistency. Indeed, 
the very attem ai seems a glaring 
inconsistency ; and an_ incon- 
sitency, too, which  savors 
much of a spirit of which it be- 
comes christians to be divested ; 
2 Spirit of pride. How, without 
ruch of this spirit, can one very 
imperfect and erring disciple of 
Corist, refuse fellowship, in go3- 
pel ordinances, to another ac- 
knowledged disciple of Christ, on 
account of icmpeshens’ ion and cr- 
not to insist on 

onsist ency 3 
se tae olved, ‘he er- 
that ery various 
into one k “nd of error, 
tn) ones into‘’a different kind. 
we say@that any certain 
vid rors, and this, or these, 
clude from our fel- 
2 ad ordinances, 
tho:e who embrace them, thoueh 
e stili esteem them to be chris- 
tans; the almost inevitable con- 
be, that we admit 
ur fellowship, who 
her errors, which are, 
ally great. Indeed, 
badly, exclude some 
low mp in the ordt- 
il, Who give 
idence of real piety, 


One, sha! i ert 
% 


lowship oan 


must, pi 
on) our fel 
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ourselves being judges, than some 
others, whom, honteier, we cor- 
dially receive. Such cases, ap- 
pear evidently to have happened, 
among those, who have adopted 
such rules. The close commun- 
ion Baptists, for example, doubt- 
less, do actually exclude many 
from their fellowship, in the cr- 
dinance of the Lord’s Supper, 
only because they have not con- 
formed to their views respecting 
baptism, who however themselves 
being judges, do give much 
more satisfactory evidence of be- 
ing real disciples of their Lord, 
t] an Many ot hers, who, conform- 
ing to their views, they cordially 
receive. Yea, some, who, con- 
fessedly, give a very high degree 
of evidence of p iety, and are even 
admitted to their pulpits as wor- 
thy preachers of the gospel, are 
yet excluded { from a participation, 
with them, in ae hain nance of the 
Supper, while others are bi 
welcome, who ‘give the lowe 
degree of evidence, on which i 
is possible to receive then 
christians. ‘Phis certainly ap- 
pears like a very glaring inconsis- 
tency; and it i: “to be aie, 
perhaps, only by following the 
example of the ig Sig and re- 
Caving ail, who give evidence, 
that they love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity, whatever er- 
rors, in our view, they may have 
imbibed. Besides, 

5. lf we exclude from a par- 
ticipation with us, in gospel ordi- 
nances, those whom we esteem to 
be real disciples of the Lord Je- 
sus, oUr practice must be at vari- 
ance with the feelings of our 
hearts. If one christian discov- 
ersevidence that another person 
is achristian, he necessarily feels 
complacency in him asa christian. 











This now can no longer be to 
him “ as an heathen man aad a 
publican,” unless this evidence 
should be cestroyed. His 4eart 
acknowledges him as a_ brother 
beloved in the Lord. But, if he 
excluded this person, whom, in 
heart, he loves as a disciple of 
the Lord Jesus, from a participa- 
tion, with him, in the ordinances 
of the gospel, he practically says, 
he does not own him as a broih- 
er. Indeed, in this act, he treats 
him as one of the world; as an 
heathen man and a publican.— 

‘hus his practice contradicts the 
better feelings ot his heart, ‘This 
appears, moreover, to be totally 
repugnant to one important de. 
sign of the ordinance of the sup- 
per; which is, to express that 
union of a a that ene 
with Christ, and with each other, 
to which christians are formed. 
Says an Apostle, * For we, be- 
ing many, are one bread, and one 
body; for we are all partakers of 
that one bread.’? That one bread, 
of which all christians are parta- 
kers, is that ‘bread of Cod, 
which came down from heaven, 
to give lite unto the world.”— 
Being all partakers of this one 
bread, they are reaily one with 


Christ. ‘They are all members 
of ~ one body, But, if they 
exclude one another from a par- 


aint in the symbols, by 
which this one bread is_ repre- 
sented, how, then, do they ap- 
} 


pear as **one bread, and one 
3 r ! > J } * va t? wt. Po 
owCay: in fc View of specta Ors, 
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do they not appear to be, not 
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may be added, 
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6. That, to exclude :eal chris- 
tians from a prectes ion inthe 
ordinances of the gospel, is to 
hold them back from the per- 
formance ofa duty, which Chrict 


has enjoined upon them. ‘lo 
his beloved followers, the oni- 
mand of the Redeemer is, * ‘his 


do, in remembrance of eats 
Now, a real disciple ot Jesus 
comes forward, ans tells the 
church, that he hears this com- 
mand of his dying Lord, and 
that it 1s Bes desire to obey it ; 
and he asks, W ill you grant me 
the abd og of doing it with 
you? ‘The church examine hiin, 
and obtain f full satictactiou, that 
he docs love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity. ‘They how- 
ever, discover in him scme error 
real, or suppozed, which t4ey have 
determined must exclude tl, who 
do not relinquish it, from a par 
ticipation, with them, in the il 
per of the Lord. ‘They cannoi 
convince him of the error; but 
still believe him to be a real chris- 
tian. On account of his suppo- 
ced error, however, they exciude 
him. Do they not, then, set up 
their rule in opposition to the 
command of Christ? And can 
this be approved by the Lord o1 
the feasts? Our Lord, in his par- 
abe of the matria ge of the king’s 
son, has stated, that, when the 
king came in to see the gue 

he round one among them, re 
had not ona w redding garment. 
This person he directed his ser- 
vants to takeaway, and commit 
toaplacect punihment. In do- 
ing this, therefore, they would, 
no doubt, be approved of their 
Lord. But bad they, besides, 
turned out a guest, who had on 
a wedding garment, would noc 
their Lord have been greatly dis- 
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On the whole, then, is it not 
very plain, thatthe churches of 
Christ should not exclude any 
one from a participation, with 
them, in the ordinances of the 
gospel, who, requesting the privi- 
lege, exhibits satisfactory  evi- 
dence, that he is a real disciple of 
the Lord Jesus, whatever may 
be his errors in fatth or practice 

If the foregoing observations 
are correct, two inferences appear 
to be fairly deducible from them, 
which are respectfully and affec- 
tionately submitted to the seri- 
ousconsideration of the church. 
es, and their Pastors; viz. 


1. That no church should a. 
dopt a contession cf faith, and 
covenint, and make an assent to 
them a term ot admission to 
membership, in all cases, unless 
they be such, thatno real chris- 
tian can constentiously dissent 
from any article of them. 

2. That no member ofa church 
should ever be excommunicated, 
or cut off, unless his offence be 
of such a nature, that, being per- 
sisted in, it must necessarily de- 
‘troy charity for him, as a real 
christian. 

TRoPpHIMUS, 
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ON THE RUIN 
ARDENT 


No. II. 


[f strong drink is the parent of 
many terrible diseaves, au if our 
erave yards annually receive 
thousands of its miverable victims, 
as 1 trust has been satisf: ictorily 
vinced, these are not the only 


evils which are found in is train. 


The enormous consemp- 


1 of ardent spirits in this coun- 
yinvolves an tmeredibie wa te 
of property. When the M: 
shal; tock the census in 1819, 
they were directed to collect, and 
to the Secretary’s office, 
mount of all domestic nian- 
of any considerabie 


importance, inthe United States. 


hese returns it appears, 


95,499,382 gal- 


lons of ardent spirits were distii- 
led that year ; cf which were ex- 


ee 33,853 gailons, leaving 


25,365, 529 ‘gallons to be consurn- 
ed at home. The same year, 
about 8,000,000 gallons of rum 
and other foreign distilled liquors 
were Imported to this country, 
which being added to the above 
25,365,529, produces an amount 
of 33,365,529 gallons, for our 
home consumption in a single 
year ! 

What the annual amount. of 
imports has been, since 1810, } 
have not been able to ascertain ; 
but I presume, that during the 
last year at least, it must have 
been considerably larger. As to 
our domestic distilled spirits, it 
admits not of a doubt, that there 
has been a steady and rapid in- 
crease, to that the quantity now 
manufactured, and of course con< 
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sume !, is much greater than it 
was in 1810. 

But not to insist on this, be- 
cause the exact increase cannot 
be ascertained, let the aggregate 
of domestic and foreign spirits, 
stand as above at 33,365,529 gal- 
lons; and let it be made the ba- 
sis of a few plain calculations. 
Now 33,365,529 gallons, is 243. 
932 hogsheads, (at more than 134 
gallons the hogshead, ) which sup- 
posing one team to carry two 
hogsheads, would load 124,466 
waggons. These allowing only 
three rods for each team, would 
reach more than 1,166 miles, or 
nearly the whole length of the U. 
States, from north to south ! 
The number of hogsheads neces- 
Sary to contain the liquor, must 
upon a moderate computation, 
cost 600,000 dollars, and would, 
if placed so as to touch each oth. 
er, reach more than 178 miles, 
excecding by 48, the whole length 
of Massachusetts Proper, on the 
northern line. Or, to present the 
subject in another light, the quan¢ 
tity of ardent spirits, which is 
annually drunk in the U. States, 
is sufficient to fill a canal 42 miles 
long, 10 feet wide, and 2 feet 
deep ; affording convenient navi- 
gation, for boats of several tons 
burthen | ‘lhe same quantity 
if brought together, would form 
a pond more than 68 rods long, 
40 rods broad, and six feet deep, 
covering an area of 17 acres. 

Now let us for a moment, 
view the subject, in conmexion 
with the population of this coun- 
try. According to the census of 


1810, the number of inhabitants 


in the United States and their 
territoral government, was 7,230, 
14. If 33,365,529 gallons, 
were divided equally among the 


whole population, the process 
would give not far from 4 gal- 
lons and a half,to every man, 
woman and child,—bond and free 
in the nation! But here two 
things are to be considered. 

In the first place, we have in 
the United States, 1,185,223 
slaves, and as it is their enviable 
privilege to be denied the use of 
ardent spirits, they must be tak- 
en from the grand total of our 
population ; and then, we shall 
have left, a little more than 6,000, 
000 of people to drink more than 
$3,000,000 gallons of rum, bran- 
dy, whisky, &c. 

In the second place, children 
are to be subtracted. In the 
state of Connecticut, there are a- 
bout 73,000 children, under ten 
years of age. Now, ealculatin 
that the proportion of children 
under ten years is the same in alk 
the States, we have about 1,670; 
000 to be subtracted from the 
6,000,000 above; leaving net 
far from 4,330,000 persons to con- 
sume between 33 and 34 million 
gallons of ardent spirits, in a sin- 
gle year; and making an aver- 
age of more than seven gallons 
and a half, for each consumer ! 

Here, probably some of your 
readers will stop’ short, and ex- 
claim, “It is impossible! Here 
must be some grand mistake in 
the preceding calculations. The 
tesult is too alarming, too humil- 
iating, to be admitted as correct.” 
I confess, Mr. Editor, that I, too, 
am astonished at the result.— 
Gladly would I have presented 
one matéfially different. But 
facts and figures are stubborn 
things. 

Few people are aware, how 
much those truth telling rules, 
addition and multiplication, are 
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capable of effecting. Few think, 
how soon a small bottle will 
drain a hogshead ; or how soona 
very small glass will exhaust a 
bottle. Many may be surprised 
to hear, that only one half gill of 
spirits, taken daily, amounts at 
the year’s end, to more than five 
gallons and a half; a gill to more 
<i 11 gals. ; two gills to 22 gals. 
and a pint to the enormous quan- 
tity of 45 gallons! But let ev- 
€ry one go over with the process 
for himself. It is very simple and 
very short. Half a gill of spir- 
ins a day seems to be hardly worth 
reckoning ; and yet 365half gills, 
amount to between 5 and 6 pal 
fons) How many who think 
themselves extremely temperate, 
drink a gill, or more, upon an av- 
erage, every. day of their lives. 
Further, how many people in our 
country drink more than twice 
or thrice that quantity, and yet 
maintain a respectable standing 
in society.* Surely then, it can 
be no very difficult thing to con- 
jecture what becomes of the 33,- 
000,000 gallons so often men- 
tioned. Subtract from our whole 
population, all the slaves and all 
the children under ten years of 
age ; then let the remainder drink 
but about two thirds of a gill, 
upon an average, daily, and the 
whole will be consumed, before 
the end of the year. 
From the_ guantity, let us now 


* We question whether many per- 
Sons, Who drink more than three gids 
of adent spirits aday wpon anavercge, 
Maintain a respec table stan: ding’ in so- 
cietv. Thatthere are some persons 
who consutire this quantity, and yet 


mingle with society, transact business, 


‘and avoid the reputation ofdownr ight 
A few 
persous have been known to drinka 
quart of rum a day without ever be- 
mg completely intoxicated. ——E-p. 
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turn our attention tothe annual 
cost of ardent spirits to the peo- 
ple of this country. When we 
take into consideration the high 
price of all imported liquors ; 
when we consider what guant- 
ties of domestic spirits are disguis - 
ed and sold for French brandy, 
Holland gin, &c.; when we :é- 
collect that every retailer must 
make a profit on whathe sells ; 
that thousands of hogsheads 

are sold in taverns and tip- 
pling shops at {rom two to 
five or six dollarsa gallon, anc 
that the original quantity j is great- 
ly increased by the many liberal 
dilutions which it undergoes, be- 
fore it feaches the consumer ; 
when all these things are consid- 
ered, the average expense cafnot 
be less than ofe dollar a gallon, 
or 33,365,529 dollars annually ! 
But not to insist on a few hun- 
dred thousand dollars, we will 
let the sum stand in round num- 
bers at 33,000,000. ‘Thirty-three 
millons of dollars paid out in one 
year for strong drink! The 
weight of this sum in silver dol- 
lars, would exceed 970 tons.— 

Supposing each of two men te 
count 60 dollars a minute, dur: 
ing twelve hovrs of every day, 
they would not supply the drain. 
One fourth part of the sum, if 
levied upon the inhabitants ot 
the United States by direct taxa- 
tion, would revolutionize the gov- 
ernment. How much good might 
be done with this money, the 
greatest part of which is now sa 
many thousand times worse than 
wasted. How surprisingly would 
it change the face of our coun- 
try ; how largely might it con- 
tribute to the convenience and 
prosperity of the nation; it it 
were expended in making roads; 
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building ccileges, hospitals, alms- 
houses, bridges, and churches ; 
¢ncouraging useful manufactures, 
forming canals, fortifying our 
sea ports, augmenting our navy, 
instructing the poor, distributing 
the Bible and other religious 
books, in our new © settlements, 
establishing libraries, and sending 
out missionaries. 

To illustrate and enforce these 
considerations, let us descend to 
particulars : $3,006,000 of dol- 
lars, would establish F10 public 
seminaries, giving to each, a fund 
of $00,000 dollars ;—which 
fund would be amply sufficient to 
erect the necessary buildings, 
purchase libraries, and support 
instructors. Or if expended in 
the education of young men, it 
would handsomely support more 
than 100,000, in such seminaries. 
Less than the filth part of 33,- 
0C0,000 of dollars, would sup- 
port 7230 ministers of the Gos- 
pel, with an average salary of 
700 dollars ; and this would fur- 
nish one clergyman to every 
thou-and inhabitants, (including 
slaves,) in the Unned States.— 
Much less than half of what is 
now expended for strong drink, 
would ‘support 43,360 sehools, 
allowing each instructor’a yearly 
salary of $00 dollars; which 
would be 6 schgols for every 
thousand inhabifants. The sim- 
ple interest of 33,000,000 of dol- 
jars, is more than half sufficient 
to pay the interest of the nation- 
al debt, as it stood in 1810; and 
the principal would totally ex 
tinguish that debt, in less than 
two years. According to an es- 
timate submitted to Congress, by 
the Secretary of the Navy, last 
winter, 33,000,000 of dollars 
would build no Jess, than, NINE- 
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TY NINE ships of the line, so that 
by appropriating to this grand 
national object what 1s expended 
for ardent spirits, we might, in 
five years, have a navy superior 
to that of Great Britain ! 

Half the sum which is made 
the basis of these calculations, 
would maintain more than 25 
thousand Missionaries among the 
heathen; and the other half 
would print, for gratuitous dis- 
tribution, more than 20,000,000 
Bibles. Estimating superfine 
flour at 12 dollars a barrel, the 
whole sum would purchase 2,750, 
COO barrels, which, allowing 5 
barrels to a family, would supply 
550,000 families with bread, 
through the year, With coarser 
bread the same sum would sup- 
ply 1,000,000 families. It would 
also, if appropriated to that ob» 
ject, make 55,000°miles of turn- 
pike road, at 600 dollars a mile ; 
a distance more than twice the 
circumference of the globe: or 
it would complete 20 canals, each 
100 miles in length, at an ex- 
pense of 16,500 dollars a mile. 
Or, if employed in founding a 
city, it would build 5000 hous- 
es, at an average cost of 6600 
dollars. The one five hundreth 
port of it, (viz.} 66,000 dollars, 
would make up the late loss sus- 
tained by the Missionaries at Sa- 
rampore. Or, to present the sub- 
ject in a different light, two mil- 
lions of the thirty-three, would 
build 200.churches, at an ayerage 
cost of ten thousand dollars ;— 
5,000,000, would pay nearly one 
fifth part of the national debt, as 
it stood in 1810; 10,000,000 
would feed and clothe 100,0’ 
poer children, at 100 dollars ¢ 
per annum; 8,000,000 vr 
establish 8000 of our ind! 


fon 
ae ee ee ee eee —— 

ney ‘et tate % 2g om aH + 5 % . S 4 a S. 
Saas oy ae ea , ts ee Ne ASS 
bat GT an aa eae Petes et Xe mB er 








ee 


=~ att NE i i ty et a RE 
7 = 














— 
NN er 


re 

















ee ee 
PEORIA ee 





young men on farms, each worth 
1000 dollars, in our new settle- 
ments ; and after all, we should 
have no less than 8,000,000 left, 
for ‘other public and charitable 
contributions. 

These calculations, might, with 
great ease, be varied to almost 
any assignable extent; but e- 
nough and more than enough has 
been said. to demonstrate, that 
incalculable good might be done 
with the property, which, being 
laid out for ardent spirits, actu- 
ally prepares victims, by thou- 
sands, for a never ceasing pesti- 
lence. 

Before ] conclude this number, 
however, I-would invite your 
readers to return with me, from 
the wide excursion which we have 
taken, and apply some of the pre- 
ceding calculations to their own 
towns, societies, and families.— 
Take for example, a town con- 
taining 2,000 inhabitants. If 
they consume their share of the 
whole quantity of ardent spirits, 
which is drunk in the United 
States, annually, it cannot cost 
them less than 9,000 dollars ! 
What an immense sum for one 
small town to pay for strong 
drink in one year ! More than e- 
nough to support 5 ministers, ten 
schools & pay every town, state, & 
country tax. Suppose a tax 
of 9,000 or 5,000 dollars were 
laid, for the public benefit, upon 
such atown: What would the 
the people say? Why every 
man would: cry out against it as 
intolerable. And yet how cheer- 
fully is the burden sustained for 
the sake of gratifying an inordi- 
nate thirst for strong drink. 
While it would be impossible in 
many places to collect 500 
dollars for charitable purposes, 
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voluntary contributiens, of more 
than twenty: times the amount, 
are made in the same places, ev- 
ery year, to purchase fevers, con- 
sumption, and a host of other dis- 
eases, together with poverty, 
wretchedness, infamy, and death.+ 
~ Tt will be remarked, that in 
the foregoing calculatious, I have 
made no account of the loss of 
time, which is inseparable from 
such an amazing consumption of 
ardent spirits, ‘This, it is pre- 
sumed, must amount to many 
millions of dollarsannually. With 
such facts in view, it is easy to 
account for much of the poverty 
that exists, in this land, ‘Thou- 
sands and thousands of families 
are literally reduced to beggary 
by intemperance. Business neg- 
lected, shops deserted, buildings 
going to decay, sheriffs fees, long 
court dockets, crowded prisons, 
houses stripped of their furniture, 
and at length sold to pay tavern 
bills, children erying for bread 
and shivering with the cold, these 
these are some of the vouchers, 
for the truth of what has been ad- 
vanced. Facts of this distress 
ing character show, from whence 
a very large part ot this im. 
povershing revenue is drawn. It 
is made up of money which should 
feed the hungry, and clothe the 
naked ; eee cherish the 
fatherléss, and@ause the widow’s 
heart to sing for joy. I: is mon- 
ey which should educate the poor, 
support the Gospel at home, and 
assist in extending the light of 
Divine truth among the heathen, 
in every partof the world. 


FA respectable minister of the 
Gospel informed me, that out of twen- 
ty-four deaths which occured last year 
in the small town where he lives, four 
were uccasioned by intemperance. “ 
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A DESCRIPTION OF BABYLON, 
SHEWING VHE FULFILMENT OF 
THE PROPHECIES RESPECLING 
rNAT DEVOTED CjJTY. 


Babylon, the capital of Chal- 
dea, built by Nimrod, Gen. x. 
30; in the place w here the tow- 
er of Babel was begum Baby- 
lon being the capital of Nimrod’s 
empire, its antiquity is not to be 
questioned, and indeed profane 
autnors theméelves, who knew 
nothing of the scriptures, make 
the son of Belus, whom they 
will have to be the founder of 
Babylon, to have lived two thou- 
sand years before Semiramis.— 
Others ascribe the foundation of 
it, to Belus the Assyrian, father 
of Ninus, and others to Semira- 
mis. Marsham brings down the 
foundation. of this city, as late as 
the time of Nabonassar. But the 
Opinion most generally followed 
and best grounded, is, that Nim. 
rod founded it. Belus enlarged 
it, and Semiramis added so ma- 
ry great works and otherwise 
adorned it, that she might not 
improperly be called the found- 
ress. But Nebuchadnezzar was 
the person, who put the finishing 
hand to it, and made it one otf 
the great wonders of the world, 

The following isa descriptioa 

of Babylon in its greatest splen- 
dor, chiefly collected from Hero- 
dotus, woo was upon the spot, 
and ts the oldest and most reputa- 
ble author, that has treated upon 
tnis matter. ‘The whole city, 
which stood on a large plain, con. 
sisted properly of two parts, 
which were divided by the river 
Euphrates. The walls were ev- 
ery Way prodigious; they were 
iu thickness, 87 feet, in height 
359 feet, and in compass, 480 tur- 
longs ; bees walls were drawn 
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around the city, im form of an 
exact sqare ; they were surround. 
ed on the outside with a vast 
ditch, full of water, and lined 
with bricks, on both sides. In 
every, side of this great squares 
were 25 gates, that is, an hundred 
in all, which were made of solid 
brass ; between every two gates, 
there were three towers, and four 
more at the four corners, and 
three between each of these cor- 
ners, and the next gate on either 
side, every one of these towers 
was ten feet higher than the wails. 
From these 25 gates, in each 
side of this great square, went 
25 streets in straight lines, to the 
gates over against them on the 
opposite side; so that the whole 
number of streets was 50, each 
fifteen miles long, of which 25 
went one way and 25 the other, 
directly crossing each other, at 
right angles; and besides these, 
there were also four half streets, 
which had houses only on one 
side, and the wall onthe other ; 
these went around the four sides 
of the city rext the walls, and 
were each of them, 200 feet broad 
and the rest obout 150. By 
these streets thus crossing each 
other, the whole city was cut in- 
to @76 squares, each of which was 
four furlongs and a half on every 
side. Round these squares, on ev- 
ery side towards the streets stood 
the houses. The space within, 
in the middle of each square was 
void ground, employed for yards, 
gardens, &c. 

A branch of the river Euphra- 
tes ran across the city, from the 
north to the south side: on each 
side of the river was a key on an 
high wail of the same thickness 
with those of the city. In these 
walls over against every sireet, 
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hat led to the river, were gat 

re nf brass, and from them Ve 
by stepstothe river, ‘Lhe bridze 
was not inferior to any of the 
other buildings, either in beauty 
ormagnificence; and before it 
was begunto be built, they turn- 


ed the course of the river Euphra. 


tes and laidits channel dry, for 
the purpose of laying the found- 
ation more conveniently, and to 
raise artificial banks on both sides 
the river, to secuve the country 
from those annual inyndations, by 
which it overflows its banks.— 
‘Phe river being turned out of its 
course, to facilitate these works, 
was received into a prodigious 
artificial lake, dug, for rhat pur- 
p< cm to the west of Babylon ; 
this lake was 53 miles square, and 
85 ect deep, according to Hero- 
dotus, and 75 according to Me. 
gasthenes. Into this lake was 
the whole river turned by an arti- 
ficia) canal, till the work was fin- 
ished. But that the Eupliates, 
in the time of its increaae, might 
not ovei flow the city through the 
gates, on its side, this Jake with 
the canal from the river, was still 
preserved, ‘lhe water received 
into the lake, at the time of these 
everflowings, was kept there all 
the year asin a common reser- 
voir, for the benefit of the coun- 

v, to be let out by sluices, at all 
convenient times for watering the 
hinds. Atthetwo ends of the 
bridge were two palaces, which 
had a communication with each 

ether by a vault, under the river ; 
the old palace, whieh stood on 
the east side of the river, was 30 
turlongs in circumference; and 
tse new palace, on the other side 
ot the river, was 60 furlongs in 
compass. It was ¢urrounded 
with S wats, one within another, 
with considerable spaces ‘between 





them. These walls, as also those 
of the other palace, were embel- 
ished with an infinite yaricty of 
sculptures, representing all kinds 
of animals. In this best palace 


were the hanging gardens, so 
much celebrated in history ; 


these were of a square form, each 
side being 400 feet lonz. ‘hey 
carried up into the air in the man- 
ner of artaeral larze terrassess, one 
above another, till the height 
equalled that of the walls of the 
city. ‘lhe ascent was from ter- 
rass to terrass by stairs, tengfeet 
wide, and the whole pile wa sus- 
tained by vast arches, raised up- 
on other arches, one above anoth- 
er and strengthened by a wall 22 
feet thick. On the top of these 
arches were laid large flat stone’, 
16 feet long, and tour broad ; 
these were lined with bricks, 
closcly cemeated together with 
plaster; and that covered with 
sheets of lead, upon which lay 
the mould of the garden. An:- 
other of the great works of Bab- 
ylon, was the temple of Belus, 
The riches of this temple in stat- 
nes, tables, ceners, cups, and oth- 
er sacred vessels, all of massy 
gold, were immense. Among 
other images, there was one ot 
forty feet high, which weighed 
one thousand Babylonish talents 
of gold. 

Not long after the time of Al. 
exander, who died here, the city 
began to decline by the building 
of Seleucia, about forty miles a- 
bove it, by Seleucus Nicanor, 
who is said to have erected this 
new city from hatred to the Bab- 
ylonians, and to have drawn out 
of Babylon 500,000 persons to 
people it, so that the ancient city 
was inthe time of Curtius, the 
historian, lessened one fourih part, 
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in the time of Piiny reduced to 


desolation, in the days of St. Je- 


rome, turned into a park. 

Mr. Rawolf, who passed 
through the place, where stood 
this once famous city, speaks of 
its ruins in the following manner. 
“The village of Elugo, is now 
situated, where stood Babylon of 
Chaldea. I could have never 
believed that this powerful city, 
once the most stately and re- 
nowned in all the world, and sit- 
uated in the fruitful county of 
Shinah, could have stood there, 
had I not seen by the situation 
of the place, by many antiquities 
of great beauty, which are to be 
seen, and especially by the bridge 
over the Euphrates of which some 
piles and arches of incredible 
strength are still remaining, that 
it certainly did stand there.”’ 

Now the reader may compare 
Isaiah’s description, of the condi- 
tion, to which Babylon should be 
reduced after its fall with the ac- 
count given of its present state 
by this traveller. ‘ And Baby- 
lon, the glory of kingdoms, the 
beauty of Chaldees’ “excelleney 
shall be as when God overthrew 
Sodom, and Gomorrah ;_ it shall 
not be inhabited, neither shall the 
Arabian pitch his tent there, nei- 
ther shall the shepherds make 
their folds there. But wild 
beasts of the desert shall lie there, 
and their houses shall be full of 
doleful creatures, and the owls 
shall dwell there, and satyrs shall 
dance there. And the wild 
beasts of the island shall cry in 
their desolate houses, and dray- 
ons in their pleasant palaces,” 
Isa, xiii, 19, &e. 

In unison with the above, I 
take from the Gazetteer of the 
Eastern Continent, a brief, but 
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more particular and: minute ac- 
count of the gradual decline of 
Babylon, ard the fulfment of va- 
rious prophecies. Jeremiah 
prophesied * that the mighty men 
of Babylon would ee oe to 
fizht, they have remained in their 
holds; their might hath failed ; 
they became as women.” A- 
greeably to this}. Xenophon tells 
us, that ** when Cyrus came be- 
fore the place, he could not provoke 
them to venture forth, and try 
the fortune of arms, though he 
sent a challenge to the king.”— 
A variety of other circumstances, 
in the progress of its destruction 
are fotetold, which history con- 
firms. ‘The same prophet said, 
‘that it should become desclatey 
that it should not be inhabited, thar 
wild beasis of the desert should be 
there.” Let us examine if Bab- 
ylon Aas fallen; if these circum- 
stances have taken place; if so, 
then our faith in revelation is con- 
firmed. Diodorus Siculus says, 
that in his time, but a small part 
of the city was inhabitec, Its 
destruction had then begun; it 
was gradtal. Not long after, 
Strabo relates that the Persians 
had demoli:hed a part of the city; 
that the court was removed 
to Seleucia; that the great city 
had become a desert. In the 
time of Pliny, Babylon was a 
place of ‘* solitude.”? Maximus 
Tyrius mentions its “ lying waste 
and neglected.” Constantine the 
Great says, he had been an eye 
witness of its “ desolate and mis-- 
rable condition’? In the fourth 
century after Christ, Jerome says, 
*‘ Its wall served as a fence, and 
the city as a park, in which the 
kings of Persia kept wild beasts 
for hunting. In the twelfth cen- 
tury, Benjamin, a Jew, asserts 
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that * Babylon was laid waste, 
some ruins remaining, over which 
men dared not to pass, on account 
of serpents and scorpions, In 
1574, Rawolf says, ** The tow- 
er of Babylon was so ruinous, so 
full of venomous creatures, that 
no ore dared approach nearer 
than halfa league, except during 
two months in the winter.” 
More than two thousand years 
before, a prophet had. pr edicted 
this : ** their bouses shall be full 
of doleful creatures; the wild 
beasts of the island shall cry in 
their desolate houses, and dragons 
in their pleasant er Pe- 
trus Valensis was there in 1616; 
he says, “there was a heap of 
ruined buildings, lke a mount- 
ain, which was probably the row- 
er of Nimrod.” Jannier says, 
**in this neighborhood we saw 
the foundation of a city, and 
‘ome of the walls standing, upon 
whieh six coac*es might go a- 
breast.”?. The chronicles of the 
country said, ** Here stood Baby- 
lon.” Mr. Hanway tells us that 
in 1743, ** These ruins were so 
effaced, that there was hardly 
any vestiges of them, to point out 
ihe situation of the city. Mr. 
Jackson in 1797, was at Bagdad, 
and says, that ata little distance 
are still to be seen seme ruins of 
ancient Babylon ;” but it seems 
he did not goto examine wheth- 
er it wastrue. Mr. Wood, weo 
eats the ruins of Palmyra in 
1, presumes to say, ** There 
M not a stone to tell where Baby- 
jon was situated’’ By these 
brief extracts from various travel. 
Jers, we see how gradually, how 
punctually the prophecies Tespec- 
ting Babylon, have been fulfilled. 
** They shall not take of thee a 
stone for a corner, ner a stone for 


Lavater. Jux? 


foundation; but thou shalt be 
desolate for ever, saith the Lord,.”? 
Lae. 33,82: 

Parish’s Bible Gazetteer. 


DATLY RESOLUTIONS OF J.C. LAV 
ATER. 


« T will never, neither in the 
morning or evening, proceed to 
any business, until I have first 
retired, at least for a few mo- 
ments, to a private place, and 
implore God for his assistance and 
blessing. 

« T will neither do, nor under- 
take any thing, which I would abs 
stain from doing e Jesus Christ 
were standing visibly before me ; 
nor any thing of which I think 
it possible that I shall repent in 
the uncertain hour of my certain 
death. T will with the divine aid 
accustom myself to do every thing 

rithout exception, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, and as his disciple ; 
to sigh to God continually for the 
Holy Ghost; and to preserve 
myself ina constant disposition 
for prayer. 

‘Every day shall be distin- 
guished by at least one particu- 
lar work of love. 

“Every day Iwill be espe- 
cially attentive to promote the 
benefit and advantage of my own 

imily in particular. 

“I will never eat or drink so 
much as shall oecasion to me the 
least inconvenience or hindrance 
in my business; and between 
meal.times (a morsel in the eve- 
ning excepted) I will abstain as 
much as possible from eating, and 
from wine. 

‘‘ Wherever I go, I will first 
pray to God that 1 may confmit 
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no sin there, but to be the cause 
of some good. : 

‘< T will never lay down to sleep 
without prayer, nor, when [ am 
in health, sleep no longer than, at 
most, eight hours. 

*“* I will every evening examine 
my conduct through the day, by 
these rules, and faithfully. note 
down in my journal how often I 
offend against them. 

‘“©Q God! thou seest what I 


have here written. May I be a-— 


ble to read these my resolutions 
every evening with joy and the 
clear approbation of my cosci- 
ence.” 


ee 
——— 


GENESIS iv. 23, 24. 

Our, present translation of La- 
mech’s speech is nearly unin‘el- 
ligible, though undoubtedly it is 
perfectly accurate. It may 
therefore be useful to remark, 
that the Hebrew is capable of 
three different interpretations, all 
equally literal ; consequently we 
are at liberty to choose that which 
ismost agreeable tothe context. 
The first interpretation is that of 
our translators. ‘I have slain a 
man to my wounding, and a 
young manto my hurt.” The 
second, and perhaps the best is 
offered by bishop Lowth, and 
before him vy Houbigant. “1 
have slaina man for wounding 
me, and a young man for strik- 
ing me.” (Prelect. Poet. iv. p. 
52,53.) In this case, the “sense 
will be, if Cain, who slew his 
brother unprovoked, shall be secu- 
red by the Deity sevenfold from 
all human vengeance (see Gen. 
iv. 15.) surely Lamech, who slew 
a man in the act of self-defence, shall 
be secured seventy and seven 


Y 


fold. The third interpretation is 
that of Wickliff, to be found in 
his MS. Bible, which at least is 
more intelligible than our pres- 
ent translation. “Ihave slayn 
a man by my wound, and a 
young wexynge man by yyolent 
beetynge.” Itis a singular cir- 
cumstance, that all these render- 


ings are equally literal. 
Ch. 06. 


ISAIAH ix. 5. 

In our present translation, this 
passage is rendered as follows: 
** Every battle of the warrior is 
with confused noise, and gar- 
ments rolled in blood; but this 
shall be with burning and fuel of 
fire.’ These words immediate- 
ly precede the famous prediction 
of the Messiah, with which, as 
they now stand, they certainly 
appear to have very little connex- 
ion. Dr. Kennicott therefore 
proposesa different translation ; 
“« [very weapon, of the warrior 
used in battle, and the garment 
rolled in much blood (or often 
rolled in blood) is for«burning, 
even fuel of the fire.”? This a- 
grees very well with the promise 
of peace at the advent of the Mes- 
siah, and isthe counterpart of the 
words of the psalmist. ‘ When 
God maketh wars to cease in all 
the world, he braketh the bow, 
and knappeth the spear in sunder 
and buracth the charriots in the 
fire.” Inthe above mentioned 
manuscript trausiation of Wick- 
liff, this passage ts thus rendered. 
‘* Al violént raveyn with noyse, 
and a cloth medlid with blood, 
shall be into brennynge, and shall 
be the meate oi fryer.” 

Ibid. 
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SELECT SENTENCES, 

There is as much meanness in 
taking every trifle for an affront 
aS in putting up with the gross- 
est indignity. 

The happiest man is not he who 
feels least of the evils of life, but 
he whose mind is best fitted to 
bear them. 


ANECDOTES. 
Anecdote of Mr. Thomas, late Mis. 
stonary in India, 

Mr. Thomas, one of the mis- 
sionary brethren at Serampore, 
and who has now finished his pi- 
ous course, was one day, after 
addressing a crowd of the na- 
tives on the margin of the Gan- 
ges, accosted by a Brahman as 
follows ; 

‘ Sahaib (or Sir) don’t you say 
that the Devil tempts men to 
sin ?? yes, answered Mr. Thomas. 

¢ Then said the Brahman, cer- 
tainly the fault is the Devil’s, 
and the Devil, and not man, 
ought to suffer the punishment.’ 
While the countenances of many 
of the natives discovered their 
approbation of the Brahman’s in. 
ference ; Mr. Thomas, observ- 
ing a boat with several men on 
board, decending the river, with 
that facility of instructive retort 
for which he was so much distin- 
guished, replied, ‘ Brahman, do 
you see yonder boat :? Yes—* Sup- 
pose I were to send some of my 
friends to destroy every person on 
board and bring me all that is 
valuable in the boat; who ought 
to suffer punishment, Sf for in- 
Structing them, or g/ey for doing 
this wicked act ?? why, answered 
the Brahman, with emotion, you 
ought a//to be put to death to- 


Select Scntences— Anecdotes. 









































JUNE, 
gether; § Aye Brahman,’ repli- 
ed Mr. T. «and if you. and the 


Devil sin together, the Devil and 
you will be punished together.’ 
Miss. Mae 


emt 2 


———_ 


EFFECT OF PRAYER. 

Fervent prayer has not only a 
tendency to draw down a divine 
blessing on other means of in- 
struction, but when offered in the 
hearing of the persons whose 
good is implored, it is calculated 
to strike conviction into their 
minds, and awaken in them a £e- 
rious concern about their eternal 
interests. Many facts could be 
adduced to show the beneficial 
tendency of social prayer in this 

view ; among which the follow- 
ing is one. 

‘Lhave heard of a good wo 
man, who had an acquaints ce 
with a minister, elites she used 
sometimes to entertain at her 
house, for the sake of his conver- 
sation and prayers. But she had 
a husband who was an enemy to 


all religion, and therefore had 
such an aversion to this good 


man, that he not only forbid him 
his house, but even formed a res- 
olution to murder him. Tor this 
purpose he one day went into a 
yood, where he knew this minis- 
ter used to walk for retirement, 
prepared and determined to exe- 
cute his horrid purpose. But 
hearing a voice, he stood still to 
listen, and he found that the. good 
man‘was atprayer. Still heark- 
ening to what he said, he found 
that he was praying particularly 
for Him, andin such a manner, 
that it so melted him as te make 
him throw down his weapon, ard 
go and cast himself at his feet 
confessing his vile intenticn, ant 
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imploring forgiveness both of him 
and of God. The consequence 
was, that he wasa sincere con- 
vert, and an eminent Christian. 
fo. 


When La Raveillere L’Epaux 
arrived at the dignity of a direct- 
or of the French Republic, he 
addressed some instructions to all 
the departments, in the name of 
the Executive Directory, on the 
subject of religion. Speaking of 
christians, whom he calls the fa- 

natics, he seys, § Desolez leur pa- 
tience, enveloppez les de votre 
surveil lance ; qu’elle les inquiet 
le jour; qu’elle les trouble la 
nuit ; neleurs donnez pas un mo- 


ment de relache ; que sans vous 
voir ils yous sentent partont a 
chaque instant !’ [* Weary out 
their patience, surround them 
with your inspection ; let it em- 
barrass them by day, let it dis- 
turb them by night; give them 
not a moment of repose ; let them, 
without seeing you, feel your su- 
perintendance in every place.’ ] 
These instructions are dated in 
ni month of Frimaire, in the 4th 
ear of the invincible sepentic, & 
fully prove, how much philoso- 
phers, who have been inveighing 
so long against intolerance and 
persecution, can improve upon 
the practice when they possess the 
power. Lb, 


eet ae 


ecligious Jt rtellig Logence. 
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LETTER FROM MRS. NEWELL. 


The following letter was written 


by Mrs. Newell, the wile of one of 


the American missionaries, to a la- 
cy in Boston, and dated at Calcut- 
tain June 1812. Such parts of the 
letter as convey the same intelli- 
<ence, as is contained in other let- 
ters, are omitted. 


‘* The last request of my dear Mrs 
C. (when quitting 
my nativity,) wm the sincere afiection 
wiich I feel for her, are my principal 
inducements for ranking her among 
the number of my American Corres- 
pondents. 

“1 have witnessed scenes this mor. 
ning calculated -to excite the most 
lively sensations of compassion in the 
fecling mind. My heart, ” uo so 
often a stranger to pity, has be en p ain- 
ed Ww ithinme. W cep, O my soul, ov- 
oF the forlorn state of the benigh ted 
heathen; and, QO that the friends of 


the beloved land of 


Immanuel in my Christian country 
would shake off their criminal sloth- 
fulness, and arise for the help of the 
Lord against the mighty, in lands 
where the prince of darkness has Jong 
becn adored. The worship of the 
great god of the Hindoos has this day 
been celebrated. We were apprised 
yesterday at sunset of its near com- 
mencement, by the universal rejoicing 
of the natives, which lasted through 
the night. This morning we went in 
a budgerow* to sce the worship. Be- 
tween fifteen and twenty thousand 
worshippers were assembled. The 
idol Juggernaut was taken from his 
pagoda, or templé, and bathed in some 
water taken from the river Ganges, 
wien they consider sacred, and then 
replaced m his former situation with 
shouts of joy and praise. ‘This I did 
not sec, the crowd was so great. Af- 
ter this, the people repaired to the riy- 


* A kind of boat. 
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er side, where they bathed in the sa- 
cred waters, said their prayers, count- 
ed their fingers, poured the muddy 
water down their infants’ throats, and 
and performed many other supersti- 
tious ceremonies with the utmost so- 
lemnity, and with countenances indi- 
cative of the sincerity of their hearts. 
Many of the females were decked with 
garlands of flowers, nose jewels, large 
rings round their waists, &c. Some 
deformed wretches and cripples at- 
tracted our attention, and excited our 
eompassion. One man, bent almost 
to the ground, was supported by two 
of his companions, to the holy Gan- 
ges. There he doubtless anticipated 
to wash away the pollution of his heart, 
ignorant of the blood of Jesus, 
which does indeed cleanse from all 
sin. Othat an abler pen than mine 
would delineate to my dear Mrs. C. 
this idol worship. Surely her pious 
heart would be filled with tender sym- 
pathy torthese benighted Asiatics, 
and her prayers would become more 
constant, more fervent, for the intro- 
duction and spread of the blessed Gos- 
pel among them. Gladly would Amer- 
ican believers leave the healthy civili- 
zed land of their birth, and spend their 
lives in preaching Jesus to the natives 
of sultry heathen India, did they but 
know how wretched, how ignorant, 
they are, and how greatly they need 
the Gospel. Do Christians feel the 
value of that Gospel which bringeth 
salvation ? 

** Let us leave the melancholy sub- 
ject, and turn to one calculated to fill 
our minds with holy joy and devout 
thanksgivings to God? In this land 
of darkness, where the enemy ofsouls 
reigns triumphant, I see the blessed- 
mess, the superior excellency of the 
Christian religion. Yes, my friend, 
there is in heathen Asia a favored 
spot, where the darkness of heathen- 
isM is sCattered, and the benign influ- 
enees of the Holy Spirit are feit. Ev- 
en here, Jesus has a people formed for 
his praise, redeemed by his precious 
blood from eternal woe, and made 
heirs of bliss everlasting. Bless the 
Lord, O our souls, and all that is within 
us, bless and pruise his holy name— 
Last Sabbath afternoon I shali ever 
remember with peculiar emotions. 
Mr. Ward, a missionary blessed and 














JUA¥, 


beloved of God, preached in Bengalee 
to a large collection of Hindgos and 
Mahometans. The dear converted 
natives appeared to enjoy the precious 
season greatly. To hear them join in 
singing one of Zion’s songs ;—to see 
them kneel before the throne of al- 
mighty grace,—and listen with eager- 
ness to the word of life, was sufficient 
to draw tears of joy from eyes which 
never wept before. After service each 
dear Christian Hindoo of both sexes 
came to us with looks expressive of 
their joy to see new Missionaries ; and, 
offering us their hands, they seemed 
to bid us a hearty welcome. I said 
to myself, such a sight as this would 
eternally silence the scruples, and the 
criminal opposition to missions, of 
every real believer. While such per- 
sons would intercede for the success 
of Missionaries, and praise the Lord 
for what he has already done for thee 
once degraded wretches, they would 
weep and repent in dust and ashes for 
their former criminality. O that ev- 
ery American might be prevented by 
sovereign grace from opposing or dis- 
couraging those who feel willing to 
engage in this work, lest the blood of 
the heathen, at the last decisive day, 
should be required at their guilty 
hands. 

“Last evening, while thousands 
were preparing for the impure and 
idolatrous worship of Juggernaut, the 
native Christians assembled at the 
missionaty chapel for prayers ‘Their 
engagedness in prayer, though I could | 
not understand a word they said, 
made a d€ep impression on my mind.” 

Pun. 


ee 


The followeng isa View of the State 
of the Translations in Indtu as detailed 
Oct. 201k 1812. 

1. Sungskrit, N. T. Printed. O. T. 
Pentateuch printed ; historical books 
printed to 2d Samuel. Copy prepar- 
ed to 2d Chron. ji. 

2. Chirese, N. 1. completed; St. 
John in the press. O. T. Translated 
to Ist Sam. v. 

3. Benzalee, N. T. Third edition 
printed and nearly distributed. O. T. 
Second edition of the Pentateuch 
printed to Leviticus iy. 
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4. Orissa, N. T. Printed. O. P. 
The Hagiogiaphia and the Prophe is 
prin te dd ; the historical books pr unt 
to lst Kings. Copy prepared to ‘1 
kings XX. 

Muhratta, N. T. Printed. O. T. 
The Pentateuch printed to Num. tv. 
Copy revised to Deut. i. 

6. Hivdee. N. T. 2d edition in the 
press. O. T. The Pentateuch print- 
ed to Exodous ii. Copy prepared to 
Num. xxv. 

7. Telinga. Matthew in the press. 

8. Kurnata, Matthew revised for 
the press. 

9. Shikh, N. T. Printed to Luke, 
vii. Copy revised to Acts iv. 

10. Cushmire, N. T. Translated to 
Rom. ii. 

11. Burman. N. T. Copy prepared 
io Luke xviii. 

12. The .2dssam, N. T. Translated 
to John vi. 

18. The Pushtoo, or Afghan, N. T. 
commencing. 


ORDINATIONS. 


OxDAINED, as Pastorofthe Pres- 
byterian church and congregation in 
Whitesborough, N. ¥. Rev. JOHN 
Frost. Sermon, by Rev. Azel Back- 
us, Th D. President of Hamilton Col- 

ege, from Isaiah lviii 1- Cry aloud, 
oo not, liftup thy voice like a trumpet, 
and shew my people their transyressions 
and the house of Jacob thetr sins. 

At Bath, Me. on the 4th of Noy. 
last, Rev. Jounn ELLinGwoop, Pas- 
tor of the North church and Society 
in that town. Sermon by the Rev. 
Profissor Woods of Andover. 

At Kellingly Cen. Rev. Reswein 
Wuircomes ovev the first Congrega- 
tional Society in that town. 


At Ellsworth, Maine, Rev. Perzer 
NOURSE. 


OBITUARY. 


piep—dAt Hartford May 22, Rev. 
Even Burrovcus D. D. formerly 
ot Hanover, N. H. and for many years 
one of the Trustees of Dart. College. 

At Woodstock, Rev. ANpRrew 
SmivrH aged about 60, minister in the 
South Parish of that town. 


At Norwich, Con. Rev, Asanenr 
Hooer, aged 49, Pastor of the sec- 
ond church in that town, and late Pas- 
tor of the church in Goshen, Con. 

At Topsfield, Mass. Rev. Asauner, 
HuNTINGTON, aged 53, Pastor of the 
church in that town. 

At Waterford, N. Y¥. Rev. Jouy 
Crose, aged 76. 

At Alexandria, Va. Rev. Lastry 
MATTHEWS, aged 57. 

At Annapolis, Md. Rev. Raupa 
HiGGiINBO:HAM. 

At Brownsville, Penn. Rev. Jacoz 
Jexnincs, D. D. aged 68. 

Rev. JAMEs Boyp, Pastor of the 
churches of Warren and Newton, in 
New Connecticut, and a Sfissionary in 
the service of the Missionary society 
of Connecticut. 

At Sheffield, Mass. Rev. Epurarmg 
Jupson, Pastor of the church in that 
town, aged 75. 

At Limerick, Maine, Rev. Epmuxp 
EAsTMAN, aged 40, Pastor of the 
church in that place. 

At Boston, Mass. Rev. Joun Eurt- 
er, D. D.S. H. S. aged 58, Pastor of a 
church in that town. 

At Walpote Rev. Tuomas Fessex- 
DEN, aged 74. 
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A RURAL MEDITATION. 


Wouar soit delight the peaceful bosom warms, 
When nature, dvest in all her vernal charms, 
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Arvund the beaquteous landscape smiles serene, 
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Poet Vis 


And crowns with everv gift the lovely secne ' 

In evry gift the donor shines confest, 

And heav’nly bounty cheers the greatful breast. 

‘Now lively verdure paints the laughing meads, 
And o’er the ficlds wide-waving plenty spreads. 

Here woodbines climb, dispensing odors round ; 
There smiles the pink, with humble beauties crown'd ; 
And while the flowers their various charms disclose, 
Queen of the garden, shines the blushing rose. 

The fragrant tribes display their sweetest bloom, 
And every breezy whisper breathcs perfume. 


But this delightful season must decay ; 
The year rolls on, and steals its charms away. 
How swift the gaily transient pleasure flics! 
Stern winter comes, and ew’ry beauty dies- 
The ficeting bliss while pensive thought deplores, 
The mind in search of nobler pleasure soars ; 
And seeks a fairer paradise on high, 
Where beauties rise and bloom, that never dic. 
There winter ne’er invades with hostile arms, 
But everlasting spring displays her charms : 
Celestial fragrance fills the blest retreats, 
Unknown to earth in all her flow’ry sweets. 
Fnraptured there the mind unwearied roves 
Through flow’ry paths, and ever-verdant froves : 
Such blissful groves not happy Eden knew, 
Nor fancy’s boldest pencil ever drew. 
No sun, depgrting, leaves the scene to mourn 
In shades, and languish for his kind returt; 
Or with short visits cheers the vintry hours, 
And faintly smiles on nature’s drooping pow’rs. 
But there the Deity hinaself displays 
The bright effulgence of his ¢lorious rays ; 
Immortal life and joy his smile bestows, 
And boundless bliss for ever, ever flows. STEELE. 





BACKSLIDING BEMOANED. 


O, the dark clouds, that veil my soul, 
And spread a dreary gloom around ! 
Vain thoughts my pious thoughts control, 
And every virtuous wish confound. 
Awhile I rose the arduous hill, 
Which leads to heaven’s eternal plains ; 
But, careless, lost my hold, and fell 
Down toward the deep, where darkness reigns. 
O, had I kept a steady pace 
Up toward the realms of endless bliss, 
Where Christ displays his wondrous grace, 
Where dwell eternal joy and peace! 
Ere now the steep I should have past, 
And reach’d more smooth and pleasant ground, 
There to have travell’d, till at last 
The happy seats of bliss were found. 
Butah! the steep is furward still, 














Poet ry 


Vo be ascended yet with pain, 
Wi ith ya steps the rugged hill 


I mount, my former height 


: to gain. 
0 errnidiotil God, and King of kings, 


Sov’reign supreme, of boundless might, 
Do thou assist my feeble w ings 
In this laboric ous, upward flight. 


Strint of thine aid, 
Q: ll ickly im Vv 


Fic sh and 1 the wi 
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alas, I fall, 

iceble strength is gone ; 

rid my soul enthral, 

By tres, ifleft Iam undone. é, Pan, 
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bg who with ciddy thought, or ardent v 1ew, 
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thi ‘ough ali her fancied paths pursue ; 
the flow’ry fields of pleasure stray ; 
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udly muse, a complicated throng, 
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« There is pte: ch among all the an- 
cient fables, or later romances, that 
has two suc h extremes united in them, 
us the oindoro GOD becoming un infant 
of days ; the Possessor of the Palace 
of Heaven “laid to sle “ep in a manger ; 
&e"* Such was the judgment of the 1e 
pious and venerable Warts on the e- 
vent which is the sub ject of the fol- 
lowing hymn, Whe ther that event be 
highly subline or not, tt is, to man 
surely, one of the deepest tuterest ; 
and, if the following production, com- 
posed principally in asetson of bodily 


Weakness and infirmity, shall excite in 
any individual, a nnable feeling’ in 
that interest, the autho willseonsid- 
er his object fully attained and his la- 
bor amply repaid. Pun. 
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No hostile chiefs to furious combat ran; 
? 

* But peaceful was the night, 

In which the Prinee of Light 


Hisreign ofpeace upon the earth be- 
gan,” % 


If. 
O’er Judah's favored plains 
A solemn silence re igns ; : 
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IV. 
** No message dire of woe 
Brings me to realms below ; 

I come, the herald of good will to men. 
Ye shepherds quell your fears ; 
Jesus on earth appears, 

To lead your rebel-race to life again.” 


V. 
“Jesus, by heaven adored, 
The Savior Christ the Lor d, 
To day (Q miracle of grace !) is born. 
No cities, famed or great, 
No palaces of state, 
Welcome your heavenly Visitant for- 
lorn,” 


VI. 
“Tn humble Bethlehem lies 
The Darling* of the skies, 
A suffering outcast made from man’s 
abode. 
There may youreyes survey, 
Swaddled in coarse array, 
(O, condescending love !) the incarnate 
God.” 


* Davies. 
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VIl. 
The Seraph ceased the song— 
Forthwith in shining throng, 

Squadrons of angels crowd the starry 

way. 
In one exalted strain, 
Join all the glorious train, 
And high devotion to the Infant pay. 


vill. 
‘‘Glory to God who reigns, 
Adored in lofty strains, 
And, crowned with glory, in the high- 
est heaven! 
He leaves that world of joy ! 
Mortals his thoughts employ ! 
Peace, by his wondrous graee, to earth 
is given !” 


IX 
Divine Immanuel, 
Savior from sin and kell, 
We bless the wonders of thy match- 
less love ! 
O may thy boundless grace, 
That took our lowly place, 
Raise us forever to thy courts above ! 
O. F 
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